
2021-2022 Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grants

FINAL REPORT TEMPLATE
	Project Information 
· Name of the project: Culturally Responsive Experience
· Date the project was held (or event date):  April 28th, 2022 and May 31st, 2022
· Which commitment did this project align with? To one, or more, of the following:

· provide a safe and welcoming school environment; 
· maintain open communication with teachers; 

· respect parents as valued partners within the education system in relation to decisions about their child’s education; and, 
· parents are informed about the content of the Ontario Curriculum Guidelines.)

This project aligns nicely with all of the above commitments. Buckhorn P.S prides itself on being a small rural community that depends on its community members to provide our children with the best possible educational experience. Unfortunately, Covid quickly eliminated our close connection with our community due to all restrictions. The PRO grant has allowed us to embrace our children’s learning in a meaningful and intentional way. We decided to extend our school/community understanding of indigenous traditions and teachings. Also, some students are learning about Atlantic Salmon via our classroom hatchery program; students understand the importance of the “Bring Back the Salmon” program run by OFAH. As parents, we can reinforce the indigenous teachings/traditions and the importance of protecting and respecting living things that we have learned as a community, naturally in many diverse environments.  
Parent Engagement

· Was the project led by parents? (Yes, No, Partially)  Yes
· Did the project involve school councils? How many?  Yes, led by the co-chair of the Buckhorn Pubic School Parent Council
· Did the project involve a PIC, SEAC, or IAEC? How many?  No
· What was the total number of parents that attended the events?  Over 40
Other Involvement

· Number of school and district school board or school authority staff that attended the events?  James Brake (Superintendent)
· Number of students that attended the events?  150- dance performance and 50- salmon release
· How many community organizations participated in events? Local Business, Local Newspaper, Trent Lakes Municipal Offices (Mayor)
· Were other school boards involved? How many? No
Description
Project description
Please describe your project to include:

Purpose and Objective;  To provide our children and our community with access to Culturally Responsive Experiences; experiences that allow our children and our community to both learn from and better celebrate Indigenous culture and teachings and that brings families together to foster a heightened appreciation for our fundamental connections to each other and to the world around us through our relationships to food, water, energy, air, and land, and our interaction with all living things.
Goals: Use Authentic guest speakers to provide multiple perspectives. They bring context and passion to history, geography and social studies lessons and connect with students of different identities. Involving parents in child’s learning is a core part of almost any culturally-responsive teaching approach. Parents and Guardians act as the main educators and can provide cultural context. It builds a triad between teachers, students and parents to promote student achievement and success.
 
· Intended outcomes: 1. Take meaningful steps towards Reconciliation by providing an Authentic Indigenous "Land" experience that parents, students and staff can participate in to build student and parent capacity for intercultural understanding, empathy, and mutual respect (Call to Action 63.iii, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action); 2. Provide an opportunity for students, families, and educators to learn about fisheries management, biodiversity, restoring natural populations, native species, habitats, and assessing/reflecting on human impacts and future changes/improvements to the process.
· Actions used to achieve those outcomes. Engagement of Kehewin Dance Theatre, a First Nations Performing Arts Collective that is recognized through out Canada as the premier First Nations Theatre for Youth to speak with and share their talents with our school population and parents through the performance of their “Dancing the Red Path” program. 
· Build upon, and reinforce, the Kehewin Dance Theatre’s teachings by applying them in a measurable way through student and parent involvement in local Atlantic Salmon restoration efforts.
· Aligned staff / class learning with Holistic Approach as mentored by Melody Crowe.
Describe how your project aligned with one, or more, of the following:

· provide a safe and welcoming school environment; 
· maintain open communication with teachers; 

· respect parents as valued partners within the education system in relation to decisions about their child’s education; and, 
· parents are informed about the content of the Ontario Curriculum Guidelines.)
This project allowed our students, staff and community to exhibit how we provide a safe and welcoming school environment through embracing, amplifying, and broadening our understanding of traditional Indigenous teachings and arts. Working with the teaching staff on establishing and delivering this initiative required open communication with the teachers to arrange the many logistical considerations, requiring a great deal of collaborative effort between the parents and teachers to ensure the necessary elements came together to support this event (audio requirements, speaking and presentation planning, scheduling etc.) Buckhorn Parent Council parents were involved in the decision making about what kind of initiative to pursue in applying for the PRO grant and it was the decision of Parent Council to support an event that amplified and demonstrated Indigenous arts and teachings. As a result of organizing this event, parents became better informed about what the Ontario Curriculum Guidelines include relating to Indigenous culture and teachings.   

Evaluation

· How has the project created change in your school community? This project has assisted in the reconnection of our school and community, and it has allowed families to be engaged in their children’s learning of fundamental indigenous traditions and teachings. 
· What quantitative and qualitative impacts have been observed through your project? High level of parental engagement, interest, and attendance of these events. Increased awareness of school parents in the role and contributions of School Council. Increased engagement of parents in voicing their opinions and interests relating to potential future School Council priorities and investments. Positive feedback and reactions of attendees of these events.  
· How were these impacts measured?  Family/child/student/staff engagement
Parent Survey Feedback – After project completion, please collect the following information from parent participants:
To what degree do you agree with the following statements (strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, strongly agree, N/A).

· This project increased my awareness of the topic(s) that was/were covered. Strongly agree
· As a result of this project, I am more likely to attend subsequent parent events. Strongly agree
· The project made me feel more comfortable in the school environment. Strongly agree
· This project improved my confidence in Ontario’s publicly-funded education system. agree
· The skills that I learned from this project will be beneficial to my child/children’s achievement and/or well-being.  Strongly agree
· As a result of this project, I am more likely to take on a leadership role within the school community. Strongly agree
Project Reach 

· How many parents, staff members, and external community participants (i.e. community partners, parents/guardians) have been reached through this project? Over 40
Successes and Challenges
· What are key observations learned throughout the project?
· Families and communities members are deeply appreciative of the opportunities to re-connect and participate in in-person activities after two years of pandemic related disruptions to school event planning
· Seeking parental involvement in time-consuming volunteer activities is challenging in the current environment

Funding Information

· Total Funding Allocation for the Project:  $1600.00
· Total Funding Used for the Project: $1600
· Was external funding provided? How much? Who provided it (DSB, external organization, private contributions)?  Yes- $29 in private donations
Outline the project expenses based on the items or services purchased, the purpose of those items/services, and the cost incurred (Note: use exact figures – do not round costs to the nearest dollar). 

EXPENSE
ITEMS AND SERVICES
PURPOSE
COST ($)

Facilitator/Speaker
Indigenous Dance and Teachings Performance
Authentic Voice teachings and experience for school and community
$1180
Refreshments

Provision of lunch for Kehewin Dance Theatre performers
Provision of lunch for Kehewin Dance Theatre performers
$40
Translation

Materials (printing, workshop resources, etc.)

Promotion/advertising

Childcare

Parent lending library materials
Administrative costs

Transportation
KPR Bus
Transport of children and parents to salmon release locations
$409
Other project costs (please specify)
TOTAL
1629
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